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Introduction 

The current state of Lake Bosomtwe   

is one of major concern to many  

environmentally informed citizens  

of the global community. There is  

massive overfishing, pollution from  

                the use of agrochemicals, livestock   

contamination, detergent and soap  

                             use, burning of organic and inorganic  

                             waste along the shore and uncontrolled 

                             disposal of solid waste occurring. With these  

                             activities continuing at the current rate,  

                             the continuous existence of the services  

                             of the lake are at a great risk since the 

                                                            above mentioned activities are recipes  

                                                            for eutrophication of the resource. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Results and Discussion 
Table 1.0: Computation of Monthly TWTA and TWTP for conservation of Lake Bosomtwe 

 
 About 33% of local residents were not willing to pay anything for the lake to be left in its current 

state for their use implied that the value they hope to derive from the lake is negligible.  

 The 33% knowing that the lake is common property were not prepared to fund its continuous use 

in the current state.  

 The modal WTA (21% of population) is zero. This is an indication that local residents are not 

willing to give up their custody of their god.  

 The zero WTA shows how non-negotiable some local residents see the lake to be as their heritage 

and deity which they will not accept to dispose of. It is worth noting that there is some demonstration of the 

primary value of the lake here, whose price is too high to quantify.  

 This calls for highly skilful negotiating mechanisms if conservation plans are to be successful. It 

will certainly not be easy to disposes the people of the lake in any substantial way, since by the results 

some are going to accept any compensation or alternative livelihood package as payment for a transfer of 

the ‘ownership’ of the lake.  

 Regression analysis indicated that the level of Education, level of income and belief in the deity of 

the lake of household heads were the most significant determinates of WTA. These were significant at the 

5% level of significance and had the expected signs. The length of stay in the area as well as the belief in 

the deity of the lake by household heads were the most significant determinants of WTP. The correlation 

between WTP and WTA was high, positive and significant at the 1% level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

From the above results, it is clear that the current use of Lake Bosomtwe will lead to its eutrophication. Local taboos to preserve the site seem to have failed and 

therefore, government and the international community will need to urgently provide alternative livelihood activities as a first step to the conservation of the 

lake for the benefit of humanity. 


