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20.07.2016 BONN. Swiss national Jakob Rhyner gives an interview on 

the role of UN University and how it is connected in Bonn. 

Jakob Rhyner is the Vice-Rector and Director of the 

Institute for Environn1ent and Htunan Secu1ity of 

the UN-University (UNU-EHS) in Bonn. Here are 

excerpts fron1 his interview '<vith Ute Warkalla. 

Why does the UN need its own university? 

Jakob Rhyner: This question was of course asked 

before its establislunent. On the one hand, one 

knew that the UN needed the scientific expertise, on 

the other hand, it '<Vas difficult to get answers fron1 

the universities on interdisciplinary questions, especially basic 

proble1ns in the area of developn1ent assistance. At the tin1e, the 

con1prehensive view '<Vished for by the UN was 1nissing. Now, this 

interdisciplina1y and transdisciplina1y approach is found practically 

eve1ywhere. 

However, are there still differences betiveen the UNU and other 

universities? 

Jakob Rhyner: Universities are prin1arily scientific institutions and 

this should not change. V\Te work scientifically but our attention is not 

only on scientific profiling. We work together with va1ious 

organizations to find concrete suggestions for solutions, always 

keeping in 111ind the 17 global develop111ent targets. Our purpose is 

also that of a "think tank" That n1eans, it is not only expected that ,,ve 

present solutions to current proble1ns but '<Ve also have to take on 

problen1s that our pa1tners ,,vill present to us in ten years. 

With ivhich partners does the UNU work? 

Jakob Rhyner: We ,,vork '<vith other UN organizations such as the 

clin1ate secretariat (UNFCCC) but also NGOs and n1inist1ies. vVe are 

already strongly networked ,,vith n1any Bonn institutions. Fron1 this 

aspect, Bonn is for us a stroke of luck. We '<vork closely Mth the 

Center for Develop1nent Research (ZEF). Together ,,vith the 

Geography Institute of the University of Bonn, ,,ve offer our o,,vn 

Master's progran1. As ,,vell, I a1n on the advisory board for the Bonn 

International Center for Conversion (BICC). In the field of research 

on insurance against consequences of clin1ate change, the UNU is part 

of a consortiun1 of which Gennan'<vatch is also a part - these are just a 

few exan1ples of our connectedness in Bonn. 

The Ul'lU is already ivorking with the Medical FaculhJ to prepare a 

postgraduate Master's for those already ivorking in the rnedical 

field. Does the UNU have further plans for expansion in education? 

Jakob Rhyner: The n1ajor educational activities 

are '<Vell looked after by the universities, this would not be our place. 

But such experin1ents - that's ho'<v I would call it - like the lVIaster's 

progra111, '<vhich ,,ve as a UN organization offer together ,,,rith the 

classic universities, for that we ren1ain open. As well, I would like that 

such e}..1)erin1ental and tlied and tested educational n1odules can also 

be used in other parts of the ,,vorld. 


