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A joint initiative between  
UNU-EHS and Eurac Research

GLOBAL MOUNTAIN 

SAFEGUARD RESEARCH

Enhancing Disaster Risk Reduction, Climate 

Change Adaptation and Emergency Response 

Preparedness in Global Mountain Regions

IN BRIEF
The United Nations University Institute for Environment and Human Security  

(UNU-EHS) and Eurac Research are developing a new joint research programme. Its 

goal is to strengthen the management of disaster risks in mountains (from prevention to 

recovery) through an integrative approach. It will thereby link scientific research with  

the global UN frameworks and turn scientific knowledge into action.

BACKGROUND
Mountain regions cover approximately one quarter of the Earth’s land surface, and about 

13 % of the world’s population is living in mountainous areas. Serving as the world ś 

“water towers” mountain ecosystems are of crucial importance for agriculture, food 

security, and biodiversity on a global scale. Simultaneously, mountains are well  

recognised as environments particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate 

change. They are susceptible to multiple disaster risk scenarios. Emergency response 

and relief operations in mountain areas are often severely hampered by remoteness, 

steep topography, and hard-to-predict weather conditions.

The GLOBAL MOUNTAIN SAFEGUARD RESEARCH (GLOMOS) programme envisions the  

enhancement of disaster risk reduction (DRR), climate change adaptation (CCA) and 

emergency response preparedness (ERP) in global mountain regions. It thereby seeks to 

increase the resilience of mountain communities towards natural and man-made hazards 

and disaster risks, to protect the wealth of biological and cultural diversity, and to support 

the sustainable development of these highly sensitive social-ecological systems.

G L O M O S ’  M I S S I O N  I S  T O  T U R N  S C I E N C E  I N T O  A C T I O N.

The programme will foster transdisciplinary research and technology transfer and will  

rely on approaches that take into account the socio-economic, institutional, ecological, and 

cultural context.

VISION AND MISSION

SCIENTIFIC FRAMEWORKS 
AND POLICY RESOURCES
The GLOMOS programme seeks to be a bridge between science and the global conventions 

and frameworks: the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR), the Paris 

Climate Agreement, the Sustainable Development Goals, and the New Urban Agenda.

MAIN OBJECTIVES
• Function as a bridge between the international academic community and the United Nations system;

• Engage in evidence-based advocacy for mountain-specific topics at the level of global UN frameworks;

• Contribute, through collaborative research and education, to efforts to resolve pressing problems and enhance  
sustainable development and welfare that are the concern of mountain communities worldwide;

• Promote scientifically sound guidelines and recommendations for decision makers and planners;

• Facilitate science-policy dialogue and integrated approaches to reduce disaster risks in mountain areas worldwide;

• Provide knowledge to reduce loss and damage due to natural or man-made hazards in mountain regions;

• Strengthen the resilience of mountain regions within the context of climate change;

• Support the development of inclusive and people-centred DRR concepts including gender mainstreaming;

• Strengthen the research and educational capacities of international partner institutions, scientists and  
practitioners on a global scale.

THE PARTNERS

UNU-EHS The United Nations University (UNU) is 

the academic arm of the United Nations and acts as a 

global think tank. The mission of the Institute for Envi-

ronment and Human Security (UNU-EHS) is to carry out 

cutting-edge research on risks and adaptation related 

to environmental hazards and global climate change. 

The institute’s research informs policies and pro-

grammes to reduce these risks, taking into account the 

interplay between environmental and societal factors. 

UNU´s engagement in mountain research goes back 

to the 1970s. Research supported by UNU was instru-

mental in the creation of Agenda 21, the action plan for 

the 21st century that was developed at the 1992 Earth 

Summit held in Rio de Janeiro, which included a  

specific chapter on sustainable mountain development. 

EURAC RESEARCH is a private research center in Bolzano (South Tyrol, 

Italy). At its core, the 350+ scientists pursue applied research that benefits 

people’s lives. With 11 institutes providing expertise in fields such as  

environment, medicine, energy and innovative technology, Eurac Research 

contributes to healthy societies, fosters the development of mountain regions 

as well as the livelihood of their communities, and supports the management 

of social, cultural and ecological diversity. The activities of Eurac Research  

are inspired by issues relevant at the local level and by the challenge to 

develop solutions that can be applied globally.
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