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1. Introduction

• Much talk about the Water-Energy-Food Nexus and

many different interpretations of what it means

• Interconnected nature of water, energy and food

systems has been recognised and supported by

various organisations around the globe



1. Introduction

• Need to better understand how to tackle complex 

relationships of resource systems

� Framing of issue? 

� System boundaries?

� Indicators?

• How to identify and prioritize policy options and 

action?



1. Overcoming Silos

“Owning” the Nexus Concept

• Nexus does not belong to one sector only ≠ IWRM

• Overcoming “silos” through shared process of natural 

resources management

• Sectors have responsibility to work together on Nexus



2. Working together

“Integration” can be overkill

• We cannot practically integrate everything!

• Different sectors approach issues differently, e.g. 

water and energy

• Pragmatic and realistic instead of ideological and 

prescriptive



2. Strategic Objectives of FAO

Formulating Strategic Objectives of FAO

1. Help eliminate hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition

2. Make agriculture, forestry and fisheries more productive and 

sustainable

3. Reduce rural poverty

4. Enable inclusive and efficient agricultural and food systems

5. Increase the resilience of livelihoods from disasters



2. Strategic Objectives of FAO

• SO process to break through silos 

• Reframe issues across sectors (e.g. forestry and fisheries)

• Output-oriented and inclusive process of developing 

activities



3. Post-2015 Process

Sustainable Development Goals

• SDG on Food and Nutrition Security 

� priority for FAO

• SDG on Water as proposed at the Budapest Water Summit in 

October 2013

• SDG on Energy in line with UN Secretary General’s Sustainable 

Energy for All (SE4ALL) initiative 

Awareness of interdependences and coherence across goals



3. Post-2015 Process

Research community to provide input on SDGs

• Problem-oriented and interdisciplinary research programmes

• Development of meaningful indicators that are relevant 

across sectors

• Availability of data and information to track indicators

• Sharing and analysing data



3. FAO Activities

Integrated approaches to managing environmental 

resources at FAO

• Energy-Smart Food for People and Climate

• Bioenergy and Food Security (BEFS) Analytical Framework

• Coping with Water Scarcity

• Global Soil Partnership



Thank your for your attention!


