


How to ensure that the UNFCCC reaches 

local land users

Methodological aspects and first outcomes 

of research projects in the Andean region 

and East Africa



Assumption:

International conventions (Biodiversity; Climate Change) 

do hardly reach needs, interests and reality of rural 

communities.

Philosophy: Constructivism

Improve access to rural local communities and support 

rural development based on innovative tree and forest 

management practices and value chains.



Horizontal and vertical interplay in the field of 

actors

Luukkanen et al. 2002. Conditioning global and local climate, biodiversity and development policies – changing institutional and 

environmental contexts of tropical forests (CLIMA-X). Finnish Global Change Research Programme FIGARE, Turku, Finland



modified after Brooks et al. 2011. Tracking Adaptation and Measuring Development. IIED Working Paper, IIED, London, UK



1. Diagnosis of adaptation and mitigation strategies 

of  farmers in the Andean region and East Africa.

2. Comparatively assess and model successful 

interventions in farming and forestry systems.

3. Support development activities with extension 

packages and action research. 

4. Contribute to the international debate within the 

UNFCCC and CBD from a bottom up perspective.

OBJECTIVES



Adaptive Management

Instrument: case study based Field Laboratories
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Field laboratory

Platform for „knowledge exchange“ among local users, 

scientists, students, state authorities, NGOs, and other 

relevant local stakeholders



Excerpt of cooperation 
and projects in South-
America & East-Africa



Participatory 

analysis of land 

use change
(Peru)



Structuring of 

the results in 

the field 
(Paraguay)



Exchange 

between different 

knowledge 

systems
(Bolivia)



PhD-thesis on the influence of trees and agroforestry systems in risk 

reduction and adaptation measures from climate change in rural 

areas of the Peruvian Andes



PhD-thesis on the influence of trees and agroforestry systems in risk 

reduction and adaptation measures from climate change in rural 

areas of the Peruvian Andes



Folie 16



Preparation 

of the 

discussion 

with all 

stakeholders
(Sudan)



Nexus lessons learnt

• Local knowledge contributes basically to develop 

local climate change adaptation strategies.

• Tailor-made (pluri-active) development paths are 

essential. 

• Natural resource based value added chains support 

successful adaptation strategies and support  

stepping out strategies.

• Case study based positive narratives are essential to 

reach local communities. 
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