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UNU-FLORES Report Recommends Integrated Approaches to NRM

15 February 2018: The UN University Institute for Integrated Management of Material Fluxes

and of Resources (UNU-FLORES) released a report that argues an integrated approach to

environmental problems is necessary to tackle global challenges. The report stresses that a

change in mindset and perspective is necessary to achieve sustainable development for all. It

proposes a nexus approach to overcome barriers between sectors and disciplines, and ensure

sustainable natural resource management.

The report titled, ‘From Isolation to Integration: Five Years of Advancing a Nexus Approach to

Environmental Resource Management,’ introduces the nexus approach to resource

management, which examines the interdependencies of environmental resources between parts

of a cycle and across different scales. The report argues that considering these relationships can

increase resource ef ciency while minimizing ecological degradation and environmental risks.

Conversely, the report cautions that failure to consider inter-connectedness can result in

adverse impacts.

As an illustration, the report shares how a project in China mitigated soil erosion but

contributed to food and water scarcity. In this context, the project achieved progress on SDG 15

(life on land) but hindered progress on SDG 2 (zero hunger) and SDG 6 (clean water and

sanitation). The report argues that understanding these interlinkages can help develop

strategies for achieving multiple SDGs. It provides an example of a wastewater treatment

project in Mexico City that aims to address progress on SDG 2, SDG 3 (good health and well-

being), SDG 8 (decent work and economic growth), SDG 6 and SDG 11 (sustainable cities and

communities).

The report identi es knowledge and capacity gaps in moving from isolation to integration. These

gaps include the need for more rigorous research and examples to develop policy

recommendations and development of independent, reliable and current data to identify

linkages and analyze the effects of management strategies. The report further suggests

development of guidelines for decision-makers to implement inter-ministerial and cross-

ministerial collaboration and implementation. The report elaborates on ways to address each of

these gaps based on UNU-FLORES’ experience.

The report’s recommendations center on research, data, tools, capacity development,

networking and advocacy. Each of these focuses on ways to implement a more holistic approach

to resource management. The report also provides information on UNU-FLORES’ research
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ПРЕДЫДУЩИЙ МАТЕРИАЛ

The 28th UN-Water Meeting was convened at
the headquarters of the International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD) in early
February

СЛЕДУЮЩИЙ МАТЕРИАЛ

HLPW Outcome report handed over to the
United Nations Secretary-General today

projects that elaborate the connections between water, soil and waste planning, management

and trade-offs.

UNU-FLORES released the report at its Fifth Anniversary Symposium. [UNU-FLORES Press

Release] [Publication Website] [Publication: From Isolation to Integration] [UNU-FLORES

Website]

NEWS

The article of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan in the journal UN Chronicle, entitled
«Water for Sustainable Development» 25.03.2018

Statement of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan at the High-level luncheon hosted by
the President of the General Assembly and UN-DESA titled “In search for water energy
nexus: SDG 6 and SDG 7 Synergy 23.03.2018

Statement of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan at the High-level event on the
occasion of the launch of the international decade for action «Water for Sustainable
Development, 2018-2028» 22.03.2018

Participation of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan in the 72nd session of the UNGA
on the occasion of the launch of the International Decade for Action «Water for Sustainable
Development», 2018-2028 22.03.2018
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DOCUMENTS

UN General Assembly Resolution “International Decade for Action, «Water for
Sustainable Development”, 2018-2028”

UN General Assembly Resolution “Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development”

UN General Assembly Resolution on the Human Right to Safe Drinking Water and
Sanitation

Outcome documents of the High Level Symposium on SDG 6 and Targets: Ensuring that
No One is Left Behind in Access to Water and Sanitation

USEFUL LINKS

International Decade for Action “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018-2028

UN-Water

World Water Assessment Programme

UNESCO Water

UNDP Water and Ocean Governance

UN-HABITAT Water and Sanitation

High-Level Political Forum

SDG Knowledge Hub

https://wsdconf2018.org/registratsiya/
https://wsdconf2018.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/WSD-Resolution-_engl.pdf
https://wsdconf2018.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/1.-Agenda-for-Sustainable-Development-2030.pdf
https://wsdconf2018.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/2..pdf
https://wsdconf2018.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Itogovye-dokumenty-Simpoziuma-29.09.2016-1.pdf
http://www.wateractiondecade.org/
http://www.unwater.org/about/ru/
http://www.unesco.org/water/wwap/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/water/
http://www.undp.org/water/
http://www.unhabitat.org/categories.asp?catid=270
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf
http://sdg.iisd.org/
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High-Level Panel on Water

Launch of the International Decade for Action “Water for Sustainable Development”,
2018-2028
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