
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Exhibition Featuring “Sustainability Stories” Worldwide in Images 

Opens at Museum in Dresden 

Press Release 

 
From 24 July 2021, UNU-FLORES and the Technische Sammlungen Dresden present: Sustainability Stories. 

The photography and video exhibition is the culmination of a global competition featuring perspectives 

on the state of sustainable development worldwide. 

Dresden, 28 July 2021 – The degradation of natural resources represents one of the most critical environmental 

megatrends worldwide and is of great concern to the United Nations and its Member States. The 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development reflects this concern in a wide range of indicators across all 17 Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). 

In a bid to explore the Resource Nexus and sustainability in images, UNU-FLORES and the Technische Sammlungen 

Dresden (TSD) invited both amateurs and professionals to submit photographs and videos in conjunction with the 

UN International Year of Creative Economy for Sustainable Development 2021. The competition received entries 

from more than 150 photographers and videographers from almost 40 countries, about three-quarters of which 

were from the Global South. The shortlisted contributions captured different perspectives on the Resource Nexus, 

particularly relating to agriculture, forests, circular economy, climate change, and biodiversity. 

“The photo and video exhibits tell a story of action and advocacy for sustainable development. We hope that the 

wide range of perspectives featuring talents from the world over will continue to inspire visitors to the exhibition to 

reflect and take their own action for the planet,” says UNU-FLORES Director Prof. Edeltraud Guenther. 

“The photographs and videos submitted from all over the world show that we are united by the consequences of 

the climate catastrophe and the overexploitation of natural resources, but also by the hope for a sustainable way of 

dealing with the riches of our planet,” adds TSD Director Roland Schwarz. 

Until 26 September, the exhibition at the Technische Sammlungen Dresden displays the seven winning entries of the 

photo and video categories as well as fifteen shortlisted contributions. 

• Roland Schwarz (Director, TSD), Prof. Edeltraud Guenther (Director, UNU-FLORES), and Andreas 

Völlings (Saxon State Ministry for Energy, Climate Protection, Environment and Agriculture, SMEKUL) 

inaugurated the exhibition as part of the Museums Night Dresden 2021 (Museumsnacht Dresden). 

• The competition judging panel consisted of the award-winning photographer on sustainability Lucas 

Foglia, Roland Schwarz (Director, TSD), and Atiqah Fairuz Salleh (Communications & Advocacy Lead, 

UNU-FLORES). 

The winners of the competition in the photo category are Alexej Sachov (Ukraine), Ziaul Huque (Bangladesh), and 

Iqro Rinaldi (Indonesia). The winners in the video category are Angie (Germany), Shriya Shruti Misra (India), Jean-

Michel Rolland (France), and Uttam Kamati (India). 

https://flores.unu.edu/en/research/nexus
https://unctad.org/topic/trade-analysis/creative-economy-programme/2021-year-of-the-creative-economy
https://bit.ly/SustStoriesVernissage


The exhibition complements the ongoing “Wolke 8. Das Klima und Wir” exhibition at the Technische Sammlungen 

Dresden and will also be part of the Umundu Festival (24–26 September) that takes a developmental look at the 

global phenomenon of climate change.  

This initiative is supported by the Saxon State Ministry for Energy, Climate Protection, Environment and Agriculture 

(SMEKUL) within the Memorandum of Understanding with the United Nations University (UNU). 

“Sustainability Stories” Photo and Video Exhibition  

from 24 July 2021 

Technische Sammlungen Dresden 

Junghansstraße 1-3 

01277 Dresden 

Opening hours 

Tuesday–Friday 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 

Saturday–Sunday 10:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. 
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United Nations University – Institute for Integrated Management of Material Fluxes and of Resources (UNU-

FLORES) 

UNU-FLORES develops strategies to resolve pressing issues in the sustainable use and integrated management of 

environmental resources such as water, soil, waste, energy, and other geo-resources that are of concern to the 

United Nations and its Member States – particularly in developing and emerging economies. Based in Dresden, 

Germany, the Institute engages in research, capacity development, postgraduate teaching, advanced training, and 

knowledge dissemination to advance the Resource Nexus. flores.unu.edu 

 

Technische Sammlungen Dresden 

The Technische Sammlungen Dresden is a museum, photo gallery, and science centre and turn technology and 

science into an experience. In a former camera factory, children, young people, and families find many 

opportunities to experiment and explore phenomena of nature, the foundations of science, and the latest 

achievements in technology. With permanent exhibitions on the history of photography and film, the computer and 

other media technology, as well as temporary exhibitions on photographic art and current technology research, the 

Technische Sammlungen Dresden encourage active engagement with the technical foundations of the present. 

tsd.de 

UNU-FLORES and Technische Sammlungen Dresden are members of DRESDEN-

concept – a research alliance of the TU Dresden together with the strong partnership 

of the research and culture areas resulting in the ideal way to communicate the 

excellence of research in Dresden. dresden-concept.de  

https://flores.unu.edu/
http://www.tsd.de/
http://www.dresden‐concept.de/en/

