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ABSTRACT

This paper considers the issue that under-representation

of women in political and administrative decision-making
processes in Japan has created serious gender inequal-

ity also in formulating support measures after the nuclear
accident, leaving the affected women’s need for support
not reflected in such measures. In addition to the fact that
the number of women involving in decision-making remains
small, as surveys conducted by central and local govern-
ments to identify affected residents’ opinions tended to

be addressed to male householders, public bodies’ efforts
to hear women's voice is inadequate. On the other hand,
supporters, journalists, researchers, and the affected people
themselves have been engaged in hearing and communicat-
ing the affected women'’s opinions. When focusing on the
need for support of women with small children, their needs
can be summarized the following three: implementation of
long-term health survey and support for treatment, disclo-
sure of associated information, and securing the right of
avoiding radiation. Considering the affected people’s lack
of trust in the government and experts, it is important for
regaining their trust as much as possible to show the willing-
ness to understand and reflect the affected women’s needs
for support in policies by hearing their voice. Policies that
support establishment of a system to self-measure the level
of contamination or exposure and increase options to avoid
exposure in accordance with the affected people’s needs
are required.
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