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Demand for fresh water is growing due to the exponential population growth from a current 7.2
billion, to a projected 9 billion (2050) and 11 billion by the end of the 21st century. It is expected
that 80% of this growing population will be living in urban areas. Asia will experience much of this
growth, with 60% of the towns and cities needed to house this population yet to be built. In a way,
this challenge of urban growth provides an opportunity to plan and build new cities and towns,
having sustainability as the core principle. However, the growing urban population and the changes
towards more affluent urban lifestyles will also affect freshwater demand. However, freshwater
availability in urban areas is limited and in fact, in many cases is declining. Thus freshwater
demand, and its management, is likely to be one of the most important sustainability issues to be
addressed by urban authorities. Guidance such as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the
current discussions in the Post-2015 Development Agenda and UN Water, can contribute to
achieving sustainability in the water sector at the global level. However, at the local level access to
water and better management of water quality and quantity needs to be increasingly prioritized.
However, while technological advances have contributed positively to our wellbeing and comfort,
they have also marginalized traditional wisdom in water management. An important question that
remains is whether in the 21st century we can utilize modern science and technology to enhance the
traditional systems and wisdom.
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