The Satoyama Initiative & International
Partnership for the Satoyama Initiative (IPSI)
¡ The Satoyama Initiative: jointly initiated by UNU and

MoEJ as a global effort to realize “societies in harmony
with nature” – building on the concept of socio-ecological
production landscape and seascapes (SEPLS)

¡ IPSI: Launched at CBD COP 10 in 2010 as a global platform

to promote networking and collaboration on SEPLS
management – contributing to CBD’s second objective:
“Sustainable use of biodiversity“

¡ A partnership made up of 271 member organizations as

of 2020 (e.g., government, NGOs, private sector,
academia, IPLCs) dedicated to working together - fostering
synergies in the implementation

¡ IPSI Secretariat at UNU-IAS
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Concept of landscape approaches
Key features
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Highlights
Landscape approaches render a scheme to
contextualise adaptive co-management and
effectively integrate policy and practice through
iterative learning to balance multiple objectives
in a given spatial area. Being inclusive of various
modalities, these approaches have great potential
to facilitate policy making and implementation for
the 2050 vision for biodiversity aiming at “living in
harmony with nature”.
Recommendations:
• Adopt landscape approaches for the development
and implementation of National Biodiversity
Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs).
• Apply experience-based and action-oriented
processes to develop the capacity of policy
administrators and other stakeholders.
• Assess socio-ecological production landscapes
and seascapes (SEPLS) against the criteria
of protected areas (PAs) and other effective
area-based conservation measures (OECMs)
for measurable and continuous biodiversity
conservation.

The 2050 Vision for Biodiversity
The Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) is
expected to set out a path for realising the 2050 vision for
biodiversity: a world of “living in harmony with nature” (CBD/
COP/14/9). As the decline of biodiversity is accelerating, the
failures to meet the global biodiversity targets will be repeated
without groundbreaking change (IPBES 2019). The new
framework will be critical for reversing the current trajectories.
As an alternative to conventional practices, landscape
approaches have gained currency over the past few decades
to tackle real-world challenges in an integrated manner (Arts
et al. 2017). Recognising the inability of sectoral approaches
to handle multiple and often competing priorities of
stakeholders, the cross-sectoral thinking that grounds
landscape approaches has been increasingly promoted as a
way to transition sustainably (IPBES 2019). Growing interest
in landscape approaches has resulted in a jumble of similar
terms and initiatives, and even identical concepts under
different brandings. Such confusion may impede political
commitments, donor investments, and practical uptake
(Reed et al. 2016).
This policy brief identifies distinctive features of
landscape approaches and draws out their relevance to
the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011–2020, as well as
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How can we be a part of the solution
Lessons learnt from the Satoyama Initiative
• IPSI Case Studies demonstrate “seeds of
transformative change” for sustainability.
• Participatory and empowering approaches to
assessments help mobilize local resources,
increase capacities and instill a sense of ownership
of the assessment findings (e.g., Resilience
Indicators).
• Coordinated multi-level networking ensures
bottom-up communications and peer-learning on
contextually replicable solutions towards
sustainability.

Fostering Transformat
Change for Sustainab
#ForNature?:
in the Context of Socio
Ecological Production
Landscapes and Seasc
(SEPLS)
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