
 
 

 
 

Four Thematic Areas under 
 the Postgraduate Degree Programmes (AY2023-24) at UNU-IAS 

 
 
 
1. Governance for Climate Change and Sustainable Development （GSD） 

This Programme aims to lead research on governance for sustainability and climate 
change by exploring relevant synergies and trade-offs among the global environment 
and sustainable development goals (SDGs) that will contribute to the inclusive 
transformation of socio-economic systems. Broadly, this thematic area focuses on 
synergies between climate change and SDGs, climate-biodiversity coherent governance, 
and the localisation and institutionalisation of SDGs.  Topocs covered under the 
Programme may include decarbonisation strategies and integrated assessment 
modelling, carbon market mechanisms, and climate mitigation, SDG governance, 
stakeholder engagement, and national climate adaptation planning. 
 
The Programme of Master’s of Science in Sustainability with concentration of climate 
action for the Paris Agreement will enhance capacity for implementing the Paris 
Agreement with associated goals for sustainable development through joint practicum 
training in collaboration with global partners.  Through research and capacity 
development, this Programme allows ample opportunities to explore transformative and 
synergistic solutions for just transition, good governance, capacity development, and 
new partnerships at the global, national and local levels.  
 
The degree to be awarded under GSD: 

  Doctor of Philosophy in Sustainability Science  

  Master of Science in Sustainability, with concentration of Climate Action for the Paris Agreement  

  Master of Scinece in Sustainability, with concentration of Governance for the Sustaible Development 

 
 
  



 
 

2. Biodiversity & Society (BDS) 

This programme aims to integrate diverse knowledge on human-nature interactions and 
advance our understanding of the intricated links between biodiversity and society to 
create a sustainable world. The programme focuses on landscape approaches, in which 
all stakeholders negotiate their needs and interests to find place-based sustainable 
solutions in interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary manners. While considering 
biodiversity as an underpinning of ecosystem health and human wellbeing, in rural and 
urban areas, the scope of research ranges from biocultural diversity and green 
infrastructure to social-ecological resilience and transformative governance. Research is 
intended to feed into international policy processes related to biodiversity, and 
sustainability, including the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the 
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 
(IPBES), and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

The degree to be awarded under BDS: 

  Doctor of Philosophy in Sustainability Science 

  Master of Science in Sustainability, with concentration of Biodiversity and Society  

 

 

 

3. Water & Resource Management  (WRM) 

This programme aims to lead research to transform water management systems by 
promoting decarbonised, circular economies, and enhancing resilience through 
decentralised natural resource management. It advances smart, innovative, and 
community-based sustainable water management by strengthening research 
collaboration between local researchers, practitioners, and stakeholders. Thus, it enables 
exploring alternative water resources and solutions. Simultaneously, this programme 
promotes the evidence-based management of water resources by local authorities and 
stakeholders. The Water and Resource Management (WRM) by its unique design and 
location at UNU-IAS, makes an important contribution to water-related activities in UN 
agencies with excellent learning and researching opportunities.   

The degree to be awarded under WRM: 

  Doctor of Philosophy in Sustainability Science 

  Master of Science in Sustainability, with concentration of Water and Resource Management 

  



 
 

 

4. Innovation & Education (IVE) 

The Innovation and Education (IVE) Programme aims to promote research and practices 
on innovative and inclusive education and lifelong learning for sustainable development 
at all ages. It reinforces evidence-based policy advice to translate global goals into local 
actions with a close alignment with the Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) for 
2030 Roadmap. The Programme is currently carrying out several research and capacity 
development projects in view of addressing urgent needs and challenges in sustainable 
development, including community-based climate actions, innovative and inclusive 
learning technology for sustainable development, cultural heritage preservation through 
education, research-based net-zero implementation capacity building for professionals, 
and climate change displaced persons and their right to education. The Programme also 
serves as the secretariat for two prominent ESD networks, namely, Regional Centres of 
Expertise on ESD (RCEs) and ProSPER.Net and collaborates with the networks to facilitate 
multi-stakeholder partnerships in ESD. 

The degree to be awarded under IVE: 

  Doctor of Philosophy in Sustainability Science 

  Master of Science in Sustainability, with concentration of Innovation and Education 

 

https://jpn01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rcenetwork.org%2Fportal%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cli%40unu.edu%7C4ba86b2cdfcc494171d808dad53cbecd%7Cb9fc8add5f9141cca6c8f00214e01d4b%7C0%7C0%7C638056754149547475%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZbvxH%2BkKLnM2uk2141Vd4SJ7BfrXeCLRJI0wqpmydHY%3D&reserved=0
https://jpn01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rcenetwork.org%2Fportal%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cli%40unu.edu%7C4ba86b2cdfcc494171d808dad53cbecd%7Cb9fc8add5f9141cca6c8f00214e01d4b%7C0%7C0%7C638056754149547475%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZbvxH%2BkKLnM2uk2141Vd4SJ7BfrXeCLRJI0wqpmydHY%3D&reserved=0
https://jpn01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprospernet.ias.unu.edu%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cli%40unu.edu%7C4ba86b2cdfcc494171d808dad53cbecd%7Cb9fc8add5f9141cca6c8f00214e01d4b%7C0%7C0%7C638056754149547475%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YlEoafAOhC80Q3UXi%2FYd4%2BCUtqmYg3meZL7shvaygKg%3D&reserved=0

