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About UNU-IIGH 

Established in 1973, United Nations University (UNU) is the think-tank of the United Nations 

(UN).  It is headquartered in Tokyo with the mission “to contribute, through collaborative 

research and education, dissemination, and advisory services, to efforts to resolve the 

pressing global problems of human survival, development and welfare that are the concern 

of the UN, its Peoples and Member States”.  In carrying out this mission, UNU works with 

leading universities and research institutes, functioning as a bridge between the 

international academic community and the UN system. The core functions of UNU focus on 

research, education and capacity building, particularly in developing countries with 

emphasis on policy reform within the UN system and member states.  

 

UNU-IIGH is one of the 14 research institutes of the UNU. Located in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 

the institute started its operations in 2007 with the mission to generate policy-relevant 

research on global health issues within the mandate of UN agencies, and of relevance to 

member states. 

 

UNU-IIGH is a global health think tank for the United 
Nations – building knowledge and capacity for decision-
making about global health issues within the UN system 
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PROGRAMME 
 

Wednesday, 11 October 2017: Day 1 
  

 
Time 

 
Item 

 
9.30 -10 am 

 
Morning Tea and Registration 

 
10  – 10.10 am 
 
10.10 – 10.40 am 
 
 

 
Welcome Remarks: Atty. Liza D. Corro, Chancellor, UP Cebu 
 
Introductory Remarks & Overview of UNU Global Seminar: Dr Obijiofor 
Aginam, Deputy Director, UNU-IIGH 

 
10.40 -11.20 am 
 
 
 
11.20-11.30 am 

 
Session 2:  

 Keynote: “Human Health and Sustainable Development” 
Dr.Teodoro Herbosa, Executive Vice President, University of the 
Philippines 

 Q&A; Participants’ Interaction with Keynote Speaker 
 

 
11.30 – 12.10 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
12.10-12.20 pm 

 
Session 3: 

 Keynote: “Adopting a systems approach to enhance the creation, 
synthesis, and application of interdisciplinary knowledge to 
strengthen planetary health” Prof Mohd Nordin Hasan, Professor 
Emeritus, Institute for Environment and Development (LESTARI), 
National University Malaysia 

 Q&A; Participants’ Interaction with Keynote Speaker  
 

 
12.20 – 1.30pm 

 
Group Photograph Session & Lunch 

1.30 - 2.10 pm 

 

2.10-2.30 pm 

 
Session 4:  

 Keynote: "Health, Environment and People Empowerment”, Dr. 
Romeo Falcon Quijano, Professor of Pharmacology and 
Toxicology at the College of Medicine, UP Manila 

 Q&A; Participants’ Interaction with Keynote Speaker 
 

 
2.30 – 2.50 pm  
 

 
Introduction of Guest Speakers, Young Professionals & Participants 
 

 
2.50–4.20pm 

 

 Division into working groups 

 Overview of group work 

 How can we build Community of Practice on Planetary Health? 
 

 
4.20 pm 

 
Afternoon Tea and End of Session 
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Thursday, 12 October 2017: Day 2 

 

Time 
 

Item 

 
9.30 -10 am 

 
Morning Tea and Registration 

 
10.00 – 10.30 am 
 
 
10.30-10.50 am 

 
Session 5:   

 Lecture: “Governance of Planetary Health: Mapping the key 
Challenges”, Dr Obijiofor Aginam, Deputy Director, UNU-IIGH  

 Q&A 
 

 
10.50 – 11.20 am 
 
 
 
11.20 - 11.40 pm 

 
Session 6:  

 Lecture: “Science-Policy Interface for Biodiversity, Planetary 
Health and Sustainable Development”, Dr Suneetha 
Subramanian, Senior Visiting Research Fellow, UNU-IAS  

 Q&A 
 

 
11.40 – 12.10 pm 
 
 
 
 
12.10-12.30 pm 

 
Session 7: 

 Lecture: “Revisiting the Global Sustainable Development 

Agenda: Challenges and Opportunities in Integrated 

Approaches”, Dr. Weena Gera, Assistant Professor of Political 

Science, UP Cebu 

 Q&A 
 

 
12.30-1.30pm 

 
Lunch 

 
1.30 - 4 pm 
 

 
Participants Break into Working Groups/session 

 
4 pm 

 
Afternoon Tea and End of Session 
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Friday, 13 October 2017: Day 3 

 
 

 
Time 

 
Item 

 
9.30 -10 am 

 
Morning Tea and Registration 

 
10 – 10.30 am 
 
 
 
 
10.30-10.50 am 

 
Session 8:  

 Lecture: "Planetary Health and Climate Change: Emerging 
Issues and Sustainable Solutions in Southeast Asia", Atty. Gloria 
Estenzo-Ramos, Vice President, The Philippines Executive 
Committee, OCEANA Protecting World’s Oceans 

 Q&A 
 

 
10.50 – 12.50 pm 

 
Participants Break into Working Groups/session 
 

 
12.50 – 1.50 pm 

 
Lunch 

 
1.50 – 3.10 pm 

 

 Groups Present Findings in Plenary 

 Presentation of Certificates to Participants 
 

 
3.10 pm 

 
Afternoon Tea and End of Session 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Website: http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/ 

 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
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SPEAKER BIOS 
 

EVP Dr Teodoro Herbosa 

Dr. Teodoro “Ted” Herbosa was the Health Undersecretary of Philippines 
from 2010 to 2015. One of his important accomplishments during his term 
was helping achieve Universal Health Coverage. He also led the 
modernization of public hospitals through Health Facilities Enhancement 
Funds and the Public-Private Partnerships (PPP). As CIO, he achieved 
COBIT 5 Certification, and developed and implemented the National 
eHealth Strategic Framework Plan. He also served as the Coordinator of 
Foreign Medical Teams that responded after Typhoon Haiyan struck in 
2013.  

Dr. Herbosa has extensive experience in Trauma Surgery and Disaster and 
Emergency Medicine. In the University of the Philippines, he started the 

Fellowship Program for Trauma Surgery and the Residency Program in Emergency Medicine.  

He has also held several international posts. He was a Professor of Emergency Medicine at Universiti 
Kebangsaan Malaysia from 2007 to 2010. He created the Center for Research in Emergency Medicine 
(CREM), and produced the first batch of Masters graduates in Emergency Medicine. He also was An 
International Associate for John Hopkins University, implementing the Hospital Preparedness for 
Emergencies (HOPE) course and the PEER Program which was funded by USAID.  

He is a former Board member of the World Association for Disaster and Emergency Medicine (WADEM). 
He also participated in the World Health Organization’s Safe Surgery Saves Lives Taskforce that developed 
the WHO safe surgery checklist.  

Dr. Herbosa has also distinguished himself as a dedicated community servant. He is currently Chairman of 
the Physicians for Peace, Philippines. He is also the vice President of the UP Alumni Association. His many 
awards include the 2011 UPAA Distinguished Award Public Service, the 2013 UPAA Distinguished Service 
Award, and the 2012 Rotary International D3780 Rotary Golden Wheel Award.  

He is currently a professor of Emergency Medicine and Trauma Surgery at the UP-PGH, and adjunct faculty 
at the National Telehealth Center at UP Manila. Concurrent with this professional engagement is his latest 
appointment as the Executive Vice President of the University of the Philippines System. 
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Professor Emeritus Mohd Nordin Hasan 

Nordin Hasan is a Professor Emeritus at the Institute for Environment 
and Development (LESTARI) of the Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia. He 
is a graduate of the Faculty of Agriculture, University of Malaya (1967 -
1971) and the Faculty of Science, University of London (1971-1974) 
where he obtained his PhD. He was a professor of zoology, Faculty of 
Life Sciences, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (1983 – 2003) and the 
founding director of the University’s Institute for Environment and 
Development (LESTARI) established in 1994. He was appointed 
Emeritus Professor (Environment and Development) Universiti 
Kebangsaan Malaysia in 2005. He served as Distinguished Fellow of the 
Institute for Strategic and International Studies (ISIS) Malaysia (2012 – 

2014) and is a member of the World Conservation Union (IUCN)'s Commission on Ecosystem Management 
(CEM). He is active in regional scientific organizations was President, Science Council of Asia (2012 – 2014). 
He served as Commissioner of the United Nations Commission on Science and Technology for 
Development (CSTD) from 1993-1997. He currently serves on the International Advisory Boards of the 
International Center of Excellence on Integrated Research on Disaster Risks (IRDR-ICoE-Taipei), and the 
on the Advisory Board of the Center for Sustainability Science (CSS) of Academia Sinica. Nordin is a 
Member of the Expert Committee for Target 14 - Global Initiative on Legal Preparedness for Achieving the 
Aichi Biodiversity Targets. His recent publications include chapters entitled International 
Experience in Ecosystem Services and Management in China published by Springer in 2013. His latest 
publication is on Urban Health Dynamics in the Asia-Pacific Region: Meeting the Challenge of Taking a 
Systems Approach with Proust, K., B. Newell, and A. Capon that will be published in Urban Dynamics and 
Health. Karthala Editions, Paris later this year. In 2014 in recognition of his contributions to the field, 
Nordin was awarded an Honorary Doctor of Science (DSc.) in sustainability science by Universiti Malaysia 
Terengganu. 

 

Professor Dr Romeo Falcon Quijano 

Dr. Romeo Falcon Quijano was a professor of pharmacology and 
toxicology at the College of Medicine, University of the Philippines (UP) 
in Manila for 39 years until his retirement in 2014. He is currently the 
chairperson of Pesticide Action Network Asia Pacific (PANAP).  He has 
been serving as volunteer resource person for various public- interest 
and community based NGOs and mass organizations  in public awareness 
campaigns about the health and environmental hazards of coal-fired 
power plant operation, mining operations and other hazardous projects. 
Dr. Quijano also does volunteer work as a toxicologist in government 
initiated health      investigations and services in various toxic hot spots 
and disaster areas in the Philippines. He has documented and publicized 

the health and environmental effects of pesticides in the Philippines and other countries and has served 
as the main technical resource person in trainings, conferences and fact-finding missions in several 
countries.  He has led campaigns to increase public awareness on the dangers of highly hazardous 
pesticides and the aerial spraying of agrochemicals, especially in banana and oil palm plantations in the 
Philippines. For his pursuit of science in public interest even under fierce attack by those in power and 

http://www.iucn.org/themes/cem/index.html
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/Home.aspx
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/Home.aspx
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with vested interests, Dr. Quijano, together with 4 others, was given the Jennifer Altman Foundation (USA) 
award in 2005. Dr. Quijano also has served as the worldwide representative of public interest NGOs in the 
Standing Committee of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS) from 1998 until 2008.  For 
his meaningful contributions, he was given the Presidential Recognition Award in 2006 by the IFCS.  He 
also served as the Southern Co-Chair of the International Persistent Organic Pollutants Elimination 
Network (IPEN) from 1998-2006. IPEN played a critical role in shaping the first treaty to ban the world’s 
most dangerous chemicals – the Stockholm Convention. Dr. Quijano played a key role in the long but 
successful campaign to have the very toxic pesticide endosulfan banned globally under the POPs treaty.  
Dr. Quijano also represented public interest NGOs as a Bureau Member at the UN sponsored IAASTD 
(International Assessment on Agricultural Knowledge, Science and Technology), which held marathon 
meetings from 2004 to 2008 and which finally came-up with reports calling for a radical transformation 
of the world’s food and agricultural system, practices, institutions and policies.  

 
Dr. Quijano has also done several scientific studies in pharmacology and was an active participant in the 
campaign for a National Drug Policy and Generics Law in the Philippines.  Dr. Quijano was also a member 
of the advisory council of Health Action International Asia Pacific and was active in the national, regional 
and international campaign for rational drug use. He was also a delegate and speaker at the People’s 
Health Assembly and at the First Session of the International People’s Health University. Dr. Quijano has 
also been a project leader of the National Integrated Research Program on Medicinal Plants (NIRPROMP) 
since 1982 and was one of the awardees of the Presidential Lingkod Bayan (Service to the Country Award) 
in 1987 for significant researches on medicinal plants. In 2009, Dr. Quijano also received the Outstanding 
Community Service Award given by the University of the Philippines Medical  Alumni Society (UPMAS). 
For the past 10 years or so, Dr. Quijano has also been operating small organic farms in two areas in 
Mindanao where he grows organic sugarcane, banana, coconut, cacao, coffee, marang, durian, and 
various medicinal plants. He also established a community-based herbal medicine processing center 
which provides affordable herbal medicines to alternative medicine practitioners, community members, 
NGO network partners and others.  
 

 
 

Dr Obijiofor Aginam 

Dr. Obijiofor Aginam is currently serving as Deputy Director of United 
Nations University-International Institute for Global Health (UNU-IIGH) 
in Kuala Lumpur, and concurrently an Adjunct Research Professor of 
Law and Legal Studies at Carleton University, Ottawa, and Visiting 
Professor in the IR3S, University of Tokyo. He has been Senior Research 
Fellow and Head of Governance for Global Health in UNU-IIGH since 
2013. His expertise cuts across global health governance and 
diplomacy, globalization of public health, impacts of trade agreements 
on health, health and human rights, South-South cooperation, and the 
normative authorities of inter-governmental health organizations. 
Prior to joining the UNU-IIGH, Dr. Aginam served as Senior Academic 
Officer in the UNU-Institute for Sustainability and Peace, UNU 
headquarters, Tokyo. Dr. Aginam has been a tenured Professor of Law 

at Carleton University, and Global Health Leadership Officer at the WHO in Geneva. 
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He is a recipient of the Social Science Research Council (SSRC) of New York Fellowship on “Global Health 
Security”, U.K. 21st Century Trust Fellowship on “Disease and Security”, WHO Fellowship on “Global 
Health Leadership”, and the research grant of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
(SSHRC) of Canada. He has been a Visiting Professor at the University for Peace in Costa Rica, and 
universities in Italy, South Africa, Japan, and Nigeria.  
 
Dr. Aginam is the author of Global Health Governance: International Law and Public Health in a Divided 
World (2005). He has served on the expert advisory panels of WHO and FAO on aspects of trade, food 
safety and globalization of public health involving field missions to Bangladesh and Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic. He represents UNU in the UN Inter-Agency Taskforce on Non-communicable 
Diseases, and currently serves on the editorial boards of many journals including Global Health 
Governance: The Scholarly Journal for the New Health Security Paradigm. He holds a Ph.D. from the 
University of British Columbia. 

 

 

Dr Suneetha Subramanian 

Suneetha M. Subramanian is Senior Visiting Research Fellow with the 
Planetary Health programme at IIGH and with the Biodiplomacy and 
Satoyama Initiatives at Institute of Advanced Studies (UNU-IAS). She 
received her Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture, from Kerala 
Agricultural University, India and earned her Ph.D. in Agricultural 
Economics from the University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore, 
India. She has worked on the economics of natural resources, 
specifically medicinal plants in India, and its impact on livelihoods of 
local communities. She also examined the dynamics of equity in 
benefit sharing using the case of medicinal plants as a prospective 
bio-resource. During her Ph.D., she received the William J. Fulbright 
Fellowship for a pre-doctoral visiting researcher position at Cornell 

University, USA. Prior to joining UNU-IAS, initially as a JSPS-UNU Postdoctoral fellow, she coordinated 
research activities at Just Change Trust, a not-for-profit organization in India that seeks to promote inter-
community trading among producer communities to enable them to have more control over their 
economies. 
 
Suneetha’s current research interests are on learning about the contributions of traditional knowledge to 
various sectors of human life, ecosystem services valuation from a multi-stakeholder and multi-scalar 
perspective, and in identifying how international and national policy instruments can implement policies 
that improve the well-being of local communities and their ecosystems. Her recent publications have 
focused on implementing ABS, measuring community well-being, traditional knowledge in policy and 
practice, biodiversity governance in sustainable development, and developing integrated assessment 
frameworks for ecosystem change and human well-being. 
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Dr Weena Gera 

Dr. Weena Gera is Assistant Professor of Political Science at the 
University of the Philippines Cebu where she teaches Environmental 
Politics and Governance, Gender and Politics, and Research in Political 
Science. She specializes in the evolving structures of governance in 
fragile states and their development implications, particularly within 
Asia and the Pacific. Her recent research projects and publications 
focus on governance for sustainable development. These include 
analysis on the legal aspects of sustainable development; the 
coherence of legal frameworks for ecosystem services toward 
sustainable mineral development in ASEAN; public participation in 
environmental governance; scalar politics in metropolitan governance 

for urban disaster resilience; and urban governance for health.  
 
She holds a PhD (2009) in International Development from Nagoya University. She completed a JSPS-UNU 
postdoctoral research fellowship at the United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of 
Sustainability (UNU-IAS), Tokyo (2012-2014). At UNU-IAS, she worked on institutionalizing metropolitan 
disaster governance for urban resilience in the Philippines. Dr. Gera most recently completed an OeAD 
Ernst Mach Grants- ASEA-UNINET research fellowship at the Institute of Forest, Environmental and 
Natural Resource Policy at the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences (InFER-BOKU), Vienna 
(2016-2017). At InFER-BOKU, she analysed the regulatory structures (in particular, sustainability co-
regulation) governing corporate social responsibility in Southeast Asia’s coal mining cities and their 
implications for sustainability and resilience.  

 
 

 Atty Gloria Estenzo Ramos  
Atty. Gloria ‘Golly’ Estenzo Ramos is the Vice President of Oceana 
Philippines and a member of the Executive Committee of Oceana 
International.  
 
Oceana was founded in 2001 and is the largest international advocacy 
organization focused solely on ocean conservation. Its offices around 
the world work together to win strategic and directed campaigns to 
achieve measurable outcomes to help make our oceans more 
biodiverse and abundant.  
 
Oceana Philippines works to restore fisheries abundance through 

sustainable management interventions such as the serious enforcement of fisheries law to fight illegal 
fishing and marine conservation.  
 
Atty. Golly Ramos was a Southeast Asia representative to the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law 
Governing Board. Now on leave as a faculty member of the University of Cebu’s College of Law in Cebu 
City, her teaching areas included Environmental Law, Local Government and Legal Ethics.  
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She co-founded the Philippine Earth Justice Center, a nonprofit which institutes environmental cases and 
uses accountability tools to promote good governance while assisting in stakeholders’ compliance with 
environmental laws.  
 
Among the prominent environmental cases she was involved in the past years were stopping the offshore 
oil-drilling project in the largest marine protected area in the country, the Tañon Strait Protected 
Seascape, which the Supreme Court declared in 2015 as unconstitutional. She also helped halt the 
indiscriminate dumping of coal ash, plus a proposed destructive reclamation project, both in Cebu.  
 
Awarded by the Globe Media Awards for Excellence in Journalism as the ‘Columnist of the Year’ in 2015, 
she maintains a weekly column about the environment and governance with Cebu Daily News.  
 

For more information on Oceana in the Philippines, log on to ph.oceana.org 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Global Seminar is aimed at getting young health professionals towards thinking 

of the ways to implement the policy recommendations of The Rockefeller Foundation-

Lancet Commission on Planetary Health in Southeast Asia.  

The Report of the Commission is accessible here: 

http://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736(15)60901-1.pdf 

 

http://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736(15)60901-1.pdf
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United Nations University 

International Institute for Global Health (UNU-IIGH) 

UKM Medical Centre 

Jalan Yaacob Latif, Bandar Tun Razak Cheras 

56000 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

 

www.iigh.unu.edu 

Tel: +603-91715394  

Fax: +603 91715402 

http://www.iigh.unu.edu/

