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                               UNU-INRA Holds Validation Workshop 

 

 
UNU-INRA, in collaboration 

with the West Africa 

Biodiversity and Climate Change 

Program (WABiCC) of USAID, 

organized a workshop to review 

and discuss findings of a Climate 

Change Vulnerability 

Assessment (CCVA) conducted 

in the Fresco lagoon landscape in 

Côte d’Ivoire and validate 

identified resilience-enhancing 

options.  

 

The workshop, organized in the 

context of UNU-INRA’s Climate 

Change Vulnerability 

Assessment of Fresco Lagoon 

Landscape project, outlined some 

recommendations to support 

climate change mitigation efforts 

in the area. These include: 

implementation of afforestation 

and mangrove restoration 

projects, sensitization on the 

effects of deforestation on 

ecosystems, climate-smart agriculture and 

improved cook stoves that use less fuel.  

 

The workshop, which convened key policy 

influencers including officials from Cote 

d’Ivoire’s Ministry of Environment, highlighted 

the significant role of communities in protecting 

ecosystems and minimizing the impacts of 

climate change. It was agreed that CCVAs, 

alongside information-sharing fora, was 

important to build on climate information and 

increase awareness on positive environmental 

practices. 

 

Director Contributes to International 

Conferences 
 

The 2018 Industrial Ecology Gordon Research 

Conference was held in Les Diablerets, 

Switzerland May 20-25. During this conference, 

the Director gave a keynote address on 

‘Rethinking Global Natural Resource Governance 

for Sustainable Development – the Case of the 

Extractive Sector’.  
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The key message of the address is that a new 

paradigm called a ‘Sustainable Development 

Licence to Operate’ is needed to consolidate the 

plethora of governance instruments currently 

available for the extractive sector to contribute to 

sustainable development. 

 

The Director also participated in the 22nd 

meeting of the International Resource Panel of 

UNEP held in Shenzhen, China, June 4-8. He 

presented a progress report on the synthesis study 

being prepared by the Mineral Resource 

Governance Working Group of the Panel. The 

Report is entitled ‘Mineral Resource Governance 

in the 21st Century: Gearing extractive industries 

towards sustainable development 

 

Director Meets Namibia’s Minister of Higher 

Education, Technology and Innovation 

 
Director and Dr Kandjii-Murangi (3

rd
 and 4

th
, r-l), with 

other officials at the meeting 
 

The Director met with Namibia’s Minister of 

Higher Education, Technology and Innovation, 

Dr Itah Kandjii-Murangi, on June 15 in 

Windhoek, Namibia. He was accompanied by the 

Coordinator of the Operating Unit in Namibia, 

Dr.Samuel Mafwila and the Pro-Vice Chancellor: 

Research Innovation and Development, 

University of Namibia, Professor Dr. Kenneth 

Matengu. 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the 

Government of Namibia’s contribution to the 

INRA’s Endowment Fund. At the end of the 

meeting, the Minister observed that she now has a 

better understanding of UNU-INRA’s work and 

that the Ministry will commence exploring 

opportunities for the Government of Namibia to 

provide its contribution. 

 

Other officials of the Ministry of Higher 

Education, Technology and Innovation present at 

the meeting were: Mr Alfred VanKent, 

Permanent Secretary, Dr Lisho C. Mundia, 

Director, Research and Innovation and Mr 

Tuaunda Keeja, Director, Planning (r-l: 5th, 6th 

and 7th, respectively). 
 

UNU-INRA Experts Participate in Workshop 

Prof. Frimpong Boateng, Minister for Environment, 

Science, Technology and Innovation addresses 

participants at the workshop 

 

UNU-INRA Green Economy experts (Dr Eric 

Twum and Dr Dorothé Yong Njé) participated in 

a one-day stakeholders’ workshop – organized by 

Ghana’s Ministry of Environment, Science, 

Technology, and Innovation (MESTI), in 

collaboration with the Ghana Climate Innovation 

Centre (GCIC) – to discuss the establishment of a 

new Technology Transfer Centre, Ghana 

Innovation and Research Commercialization 

Center (GIRC-Center). 

 

Dr Eric Twum, Policy Fellow and Project 

Manager for the Ghana Climate Innovation 

Centre (GCIG), a Technology Transfer Centre, 

made a presentation highlighting the objectives 

and operational strategy of GCIC, sharing expert 

insights to inform decisions. 

Dr Elias Ayuk, Director 
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When established, the GIRC Centre will 

complement the work of existing Technology 

Transfer Centres (like the GCIC) and function as 

a strategic platform to harmonize and support 

technology transfer, knowledge sharing and 

engagement, and promoting research-industry 

collaborations. 

 

Key Publications in the Quarter 

  

Journal Article 
 

Africa and the Green Climate Fund:  

current challenges and future opportunities 

 

William M. Fonta, Elias T. Ayuk, Tiff Van 

Huysen 

Despite being hailed as a 

commendable program to support 

climate-change mitigation and 

adaptation efforts of developing 

countries, access to the Green 

Climate Fund (GCF) has been a 

challenge for some African countries. Using GCF 

published data, this article identifies the 

challenges to access and discusses opportunities 

to enhance countries’ engagement with the Fund.  

Full article at:  

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14

693062.2018.1459447 

 

Journal Article 
 

 Effects of Tree-crop Farming on Land-cover 

Transitions in a Mosaic Landscape in the 

Eastern Region       of Ghana 

Kwabena Asubonteng, Karin Pfeffer, Mirjam 

Ros-Tonen, Jan Verbesselt, Isa Baud 

Tree crops such as cocoa and oil 

palm are important to 

smallholders’ livelihoods and 

national economies of tropical 

producer countries. Governments 

seek to expand tree-crop acreages 

and improve yields. While 

existing literature has analysed socioeconomic 

and environmental effects of tree-crop 

expansion, its spatial effects on the landscape 

are yet to be explored. This study attempts to 

bridge this gap by addressing the question of 

how tree-crop expansion drives spatial 

transitions, with focus on the mosaic landscape 

of a mixed cocoa/oil palm area in the Eastern 

Region of Ghana. The article is available at: 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00267-

018-1060-3#enumeration 

 

Article 
  
Beating Plastic Waste – starting with you 

By Dorothé Yong Nje 
 

 
 

We are all aware of the destruction to marine life 

caused by humans dumping plastic waste into the 

oceans. Beyond mere aesthetics, ocean plastic is 

wreaking havoc on marine species, with creatures 

dying from plastic ingestion or entanglement. It is 

destroying livelihoods (particularly among fisher 

folk) and the quality of sea food – fish are eating 

fish that have eaten other fish, which have eaten 

toxin-saturated plastics.  It is estimated that a 

whopping 19 billion pounds of plastic waste ends 

up in our oceans annually, a figure that is 

expected to double by 2025. 

 

The problem of plastic pollution has attracted 

increasing attention with many calling for 

urgent and integrated solutions involving state 

and non-state actors. Indeed, this year’s World 

Earth Day was themed beating plastic pollution 

and was observed with activities that focused on 

plastic action – awareness campaigns, beach and 

cities clean-ups, and calls for a ban on plastics, 

amongst others.  

Getty Images 
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While admitting that the plastic challenge is 

complex and solutions multifaceted, we recognize 

that individuals have a significant role to play in 

reducing the plastic burden on the environment. 

By making minor but vital changes in everyday 

decisions regarding our consumption and disposal 

of plastics, we can reduce our plastic footprints 

and make a significant contribution to the fight 

against plastics. 

 

A new report by UN Environment (Single-use 

Plastics: a roadmap for Sustainability, released 5 

June 2018 in New Delhi) affirms that, ‘…action 

[against plastic] can be painless and profitable – 

with huge gains for people and the planet that 

help avert the costly downstream costs of 

pollution.’ It becomes even much easier if we 

pause to think about the huge (and near 

irreversible) environmental costs – to us and to 

generations after us – of this unbridled appetite 

for plastics and disposables.  
 

Simple but vital actions like abandoning toxic 

non-biodegradable plastics in favour of eco-

friendly alternatives, drastically minimizing 

consumption of single-use plastics (in favour of 

multiple-use, biodegradable options), re-using  

and recycling plastic containers are ways we can 

all contribute solutions to the problem and help 

make our cities, seas and oceans cleaner and 

healthier. It all starts here, with you. 
 

Upcoming Event 
 

 Event: Workshop and Investment Forum on  

“The Potential of Bamboo for Economic and 

Ecosystems Services in Ghana” in collaboration 

with the Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources 

and the International Network of Bamboo and 

Rattan. 

 Date: 18
th

 – 19
th

 September, 2018 

 

 

 

Our Social Media Presence  
Information on the activities of UNU-INRA is available 

on social media. Follow us on Twitter, Facebook and 

LinkedIn at the links below:   

   Twitter.com/UNUINRA . Our Twitter Handle  

                 is @UNUINRA 

    Facebook.com/UNUINRA 

 

    
Linkedin.com/in/un-university-inra-unu-inra-975370127 

 

 
 

Location: Second Floor, International House,  
                  Annie Jiagge Road,  

University of Ghana, Legon, 
                  Accra, Ghana 
 

Address:  Private Mail Bag, KIA, Accra, Ghana 
Email:      inra@unu.edu  
Tel:          +233 302 213850. Ext. 6318 

     Website:   www.inra.unu.edu               
 

 
UNU-INRA appreciates the continued contributions from the 
Governments of Cameroon, Ghana and Zambia to its endowment 
fund. The Institute is also grateful to the following organisations for 
the funding support to carry out specific projects: 
 

| | | | | | 
 

About UNU-INRA 
UNU-INRA enhances the capacity of African researchers 
to conduct research on natural resources management 
issues to inform policy formulation and implementation.  
 
Although UNU-INRA is an institute of the United 
Nations University (UNU) system, it was an African 
concept developed by some committed top African 
scientists. Its establishment is supported by the Assembly 
of Heads of State and Governments of the African Union 
(AU). On this strong political and moral support, UNU-
INRA was established in 1986. 

Sparkle is a quarterly newsletter of UNU-INRA.  

It is an acronym for Sustainability through Partnership in Africa where Resources are optimally utilized using 

Knowledge that is holistic, Leadership that is inclusive and Economy that is green 
 

Dr Dorothé Njé, Green Economy Research Fellow 

http://www.twitter.com/UNUINRA
http://www.facebook.com/UNUINRA
http://www.linkedin.com/in/un-university-inra-unu-inra-975370127
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