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Speaker Bios

Dr. Rose Mwebaza (PhD) is the Director of UN Climate Technology Centre
and Network (CTCN) and brings 20 years’ experience providing policy advice
on a wide range of climate change, environment and sustainable development
issues. She has previously served as Chief Natural Resources Officer at the African
Development Bank and held leadership positions within the UN Development
Programme.

Professor Chukwumerije Okereke is the Director of the Centre for Climate
Change and Development at Alex Ekwueme Federal University Ndufu-Alike and
a Visiting Professor at the Universities of Reading and Oxford, UK respectively.
He is a globally recognized leading scholar on global climate governance and
international development with expertise in climate justice, national green
growth transition in Africa, climate adaptation, business climate strategies,
environmental policy, advising governments, corporates, and international
institutions (e.g. United Nations, African Union). Professor Okereke was
previously the Co-Director of the Center for Climate and Justice.

Dr James Murombedzi (PhD) is a Senior Climate Governance
Specialist and Coordinator of the African Climate Policy Centre
(ACPC) at the UN Economic Commission for Africa (UN-ECA). Prior
to that, he was Chief Technical Advisor in Environment and Energy
with the United Nations Environmental Program. James Murombedzi
is also an expert on land, resource rights and local governance.

Dr Fatima Denton (PhD) is the Director of the United Nations University, Institute for Natural Resources in Africa (UNU-INRA). Prior to joining
UNU-INRA, she worked at the United Nations Economic Commission for
Africa (UN-ECA) as Director of the Natural Resource Management Division
and Coordinator of the African Climate Policy Center (ACPC). Dr. Denton
is also a lead author for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) special report on climate change and land, and Lead Author for the
Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Assessment Reports of the IPCC. She has served
on numerous scientific committees and boards and is a current member of
the advisory board of Future Earth and a trustee of UK-based International
Institute on Environment and Development (IIED).

“WE KNOW, WE CONNECT, WE CONTEST”

About UNU-INRA
—
UNU-INRA is a leading voice in Africa’s natural resource knowledge base. As a think tank, our thought leadership
is grounded in research and evidence. We bridge the gap between science and policy and promote sustainable
development through natural resource governance that is sensitive to climate change.
We harness African talent and empower African researchers, entrepreneurs and policymakers with knowledge to
sustainably manage the continent’s natural resources. Established in 1985 with a mandate to strengthen African national
institutions’ capacity to manage natural resources, UNU-INRA has become known across the region for thought
leadership, pioneering research and innovative solutions in support of natural resource management policy, research
infrastructure and capacity-building.
Our head office in Ghana and our network of five operating units in Senegal, Cote d’Ivoire, Cameroon, Namibia
and Zambia give us a strong presence across Africa. UNU-INRA is also one of the 14 institutes of the United Nations
University, a global think tank and academic arm of the UN.

Our vision
To realise the transformational potential of Africa’s natural resources for an inclusive
and sustainable future.
Our mission
To amplify African perspectives, promote made-in-Africa solutions and cultivate
African natural resource management capacity.
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