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New Frontiers in Natural Resources Management in Africa 

 
Cross-section of the conference participants 

 
Researchers have explored new 

frontiers in natural resources 

management to help position African 

countries to effectively address the 

Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) 2016-2030.  

 

The new frontiers were highlighted at 

a conference organised from 28th -

29th November, 2016, by the United 

Nations University Institute for 

Natural Resources in Africa (UNU-

INRA) in Accra. 

  

The conference, which also marked 

the 30th anniversary of UNU-INRA’s 

establishment, was organised under 

the theme “New Frontiers in Natural 

Resources Management in Africa”. It 

targeted members of UNU-INRA’s 

College of Research Associates 

(CRA), who are senior African 

research scientists that assist the 

Institute in addressing natural 

resources management challenges in 

Africa.  

 

There were five areas of cutting edge research for 

sustainable natural resources management identified 

at the conference. These are: 

 Sustainable Land and Soil Management; 

 Sustainable Mining Practices;  

 Blue Economy including Oceans, Lakes and 

Wetlands;  

 Energy, Climate Change and Environment;  

 Natural Resources and the Global Value 

Chains.  

The discussions at the conference also emphasized the 

need for African countries to domesticate and localise 

the SDGs. The focus, the conference participants 

agreed, should be on addressing the economic, 

environmental and social challenges facing the 

continent, especially in the area of natural resources 

management, so as to achieve the transformative 

change required by the 2030 Development Agenda.  

 

The participants also agreed on the need for a land 

degradation risk map for Africa; the importance of 

having national policies on traditional medicine, 

herbal trade, and on biofuel in Africa; the need for 

periodic monitoring of certified mining areas for 

compliance and rehabilitation of polluted sites; and 

improvement in research funding in Africa.  
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The CRA Conference  

 

     
Keynote Speaker Professor Godwell Nhamo making a presentation on SDGs Domestication and Localisation.  

He emphasized the need to develop appropriate indicators to establish baselines for measuring, reporting and verifying the 

SDGs’ implementation and progress at household, local, corporate, national and regional levels.  

 

     
Parallel sessions to discuss natural resources management challenges and new frontiers. 

 

      
Partcipants receiving College of Research Associates (CRA) membership certificates 

      
Networking time 
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Promoting Green Economy in Africa 

 
 
Most African national economies depend on the 

exploitation of both renewable and non-renewable 

natural resources for their development. Conventional 

and unconventional exploitation of natural resources 

has left negative carbon footprints in communities. 

This has also degraded hotspots across the African 

continent, impacting negatively on people and the 

environment.  

 

Green Economy offers the continent the opportunity 

to achieve sustained economic development devoid of 

environmental degradation and inefficient utilization 

of natural resources. These are some of the themes 

addressed in UNU-INRA’s latest book entitled 

“Promoting Green Economy: Implications for Natural 

Resources Development, Food Security and Poverty 

Reduction in Africa”.  

 

The book explores issues 

affecting the socio-

economic development 

of the continent and 

focuses on Africa’s need 

for a green economy. 

Seasoned authors from 

academia and industry 

across the continent 

made contributions to the 

book. The chapters 

examine the challenges 

of the sustainable 

management of Africa’s 

natural resources and 

recommend the need for the continent to transit 

towards green economy as this can provide 

opportunities for minimising environmental footprints 

of all economic activities.  

 

The book calls on the commitment of the public and 

private sectors to the development of appropriate 

green economy policies and regulatory frameworks to 

promote inclusive growth.  

Other Key Publications in the Quarter  
A number of working papers have been published on 

research conducted by visiting and home-based 

scholars of the Institute and these are available at 
http://collections.unu.edu/collection/UNU:1377. The 

papers include studies conducted on the following 

topics: 
 
Impact of Climate Change on Agricultural Trade and 

Food Security in ECOWAS 

 
 

This research investigated the impact of climate 

change on agricultural trade flows within and outside 

the Economic Community of West African States 

(ECOWAS). The results showed that the pattern of 

trade in ECOWAS region induced by climatic factors 

will depend on socio-economic conditions that may 

prevail during the century. The study indicated that 

trade within ECOWAS may be limited due to supply 

shortages but no clear pattern has emerged in terms of 

the net exporters and the net importers. Some 

countries that are net exporters for some years may 

become net importers some other years. 

 
Crop Yield Volatility among Smallholder Farmers in 

Ghana 

 
 

The study explored crop yield volatility among rural 

and urban smallholder farmers in Ghana. The findings 

showed that while rural farmers in the forest and 

http://collections.unu.edu/collection/UNU:1377
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coastal zones experienced less instability in their crop 

yield, the rural farmers in the savannah belt 

experienced high instability. It was also revealed that 

smallholder farmers who had access to credit or 

technology obtained higher yields than their 

counterparts who did not have access to credit or 

technology. 

 
Green Energy and Its Impact on Employment and 

Economic Growth 

 
 

This study estimated the effects of renewable energy 

on employment and economic growth in Kenya. It 

showed how investment, especially in renewable 

energy can create employment and generate cheap, 

sustainable and modern energy for all. 

 
Assessment of the Impact of Grazing Livestock on 

Cereal and Tuber Crops Production in Abuja, Nigeria 

 

 
 

This research assessed the impact of grazing livestock 

on cereal and tuber crops production in Abuja, 

Nigeria. The findings suggest that crop damages by 

the livestock were substantial, and this is capable of 

stimulating aggressive responses from the farmers. 

Key among recommendations given by the study is 

the need to support farmers to adopt intensive 

livestock management systems (confined animal 

rearing) so as to reduce the impact of grazing 

livestock on crop production in Nigeria. 

 

Our Social Media Presence  

Information on the activities of UNU-INRA is available 

on social media. Find us on Twitter, Facebook and 

LinkedIn at the links below:   

   Twitter.com/UNUINRA . Our Twitter Handle 

is @UNUINRA 

 

    Facebook.com/UNUINRA 

 

    
Linkedin.com/in/un-university-inra-unu-inra-975370127 

 

 
 
Location: Second Floor, International House,  
                  Annie Jiagge Road,  

University of Ghana, Legon, 
                  Accra, Ghana 
Address:  Private Mail Bag, KIA, Accra, Ghana 
Email:      inra@unu.edu  
Tel:          +233 302 213850. Ext. 6318 

     Website:   www.inra.unu.edu               

 
UNU-INRA appreciates the continued contributions from the 
Governments of Cameroon, Ghana and Zambia to its endowment 
fund. The Institute is also grateful to the following organisations for 
the funding support to carry out specific projects: 

| | | | | | 
 

Sparkle is a quarterly newsletter of UNU-INRA.  

It is an acronym for Sustainability through Partnership in Africa where Resources are optimally utilized using 

Knowledge that is holistic, Leadership that is inclusive and Economy that is green 
 

About UNU-INRA 
UNU-INRA enhances the capacity of African 
researchers to conduct research on natural resources 
management issues to inform policy formulation and 
implementation.  
 
Although UNU-INRA is an institute of   the United 
Nations University (UNU) system, it was an African 
concept developed by some committed top African 
scientists. Its establishment is supported by the 
Assembly of Heads of States and Governments of the 
African Union (AU). On this strong political and moral 
support, UNU-INRA was established in 1986. 
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