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Fishing Camp at Old Fresco, Côte d’Ivoire

Located between the lagoon and the sea
in the Fresco landscape in Côte d’Ivoire
are two fishing communities on a small
Island. Members of these communities
derive their source of livelihoods (food
and income) mainly from the sea.
However, rising sea levels and erosion
are threatening their lives and existence.
“This Island was like 10 times the current
size but the sea has taken away all our
houses in the past five years now, leaving
us with this small space to occupy. Now,
every Monday, the sea level becomes very
high and in the evenings, we have to send
our children to sleep at the inland at the
main Fresco town whiles we the adults
sleep on high level benches” stated Yao
Antoine, Spokesperson of the Chief of the
Fishing Camp 1 at Old Fresco.
The storm of the sea is not only denying
the communities a good night’s sleep but

also negatively affecting their fishing activity.
“It is difficult nowadays to have a good catch when we
go fishing. This is because the farthest we used to go
was 7 miles but now we have to travel very far, for
about 25 miles before catching fish”, noted Nana
Kwame, a fisherman at the Fishing Camp 2.
Not only do these fisher folk have to travel several
miles to fish but they are also compelled to stay longer
on sea and only return as at when they are able to
catch enough fish. Changes in climatic conditions are
cited as the main cause of the woes of these fisher folk
as they observed the negative impact of increasing
temperature and storms on their fishing activities.
One may propose relocation as the easiest solution but
these fishermen think otherwise. “We can’t leave this
Island because as fishermen, we need to be close to
the sea to better study it and understand its
dynamics”, stated Nana Kwame.
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Interestingly, in the absence of weather forecast,
members of these communities can predict weather
changes by using the cloud and the temperature of the
sea. According to them, the hotter the sea water
becomes, the more likely there will be storms and
flooding. This means of weather forecast, they
admitted, is not always predictable, as they are
sometimes taken unawares by storm and flooding,
which often result in the loss of properties.
It may be useful to consider interventions targeting
relocation and lagoon fish farming programs for the
affected communities so as to help build their
resilience to adapt to climate change impacts.
Periodic weather information may also help these
fishing communities to be able to predict the weather,
in order to avert disaster and the loss of properties.

The experience of members of these fishing
communities are examples of the significant effects of
climate change on the lives of coastal communities. It
is therefore important to assess the vulnerability of
people living along the coast in order to initiate
appropriate adaptation measures to help them build
resilience to climate change. In this regard, the United
Nations University Institute for Natural Resources in
Africa (UNU-INRA), with support from USAID
through the West Africa Biodiversity and Climate
Change (WABiCC) programme, is conducting a
climate change vulnerability assessment to identify
options to inform interventions to build resilience for
coastal communities in the Fresco lagoon landscape
and its environs in Côte d’Ivoire.

Fresco Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment (CCVA): Memories from the Field

At the Launch of the CCVA project: From right, M. Alain
LOBOGNON, Fresco Mayor, M. Koffi Blaise Cyrille KOUASSI, Fresco
Prefet, Mr.Tiega Anada, Deputy Chief of Party, WABiCC, Dr Elias T.
Ayuk, Director of UNU-INRA and Dr. Namizata BINATE FOFANA,
Coordinator of UNU-INRA Operating Unit in Côte d’Ivoire.

Participants of Women Focus Group Discussion

A community mapping session
The Research Team on their way to the Fishing Camps

Cross-section of the CCVA Enumerators

Fishing: A livelihood activity in the landscape
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An Alternative Biomass Energy: Bamboo

industries in Ghana. The GCIC project is providing
business advisory services, business mentoring,
capacity building services and financial grants to
qualifying entrepreneurs in Ghana. The project is
being implemented by Ashesi University, SNV, Ernst
&Young, and the United Nations University (UNUINRA).

UNU-INRA Director Advocates for Policy
Relevant Research in Africa
Bamboo charcoal briquettes

Many communities in Ghana rely on charcoal and
fuelwood as energy for cooking. According to the
International Network for Bamboo and Rattan
(INBAR), scientists believe that the burning of wood
fuel by African households will release the equivalent
of 6.7 billion tonnes of greenhouse gasses into the
atmosphere by 2050 and this will result in further
climate change events. This startling revelation calls
for the promotion of regenerative natural wood such
as bamboo for household energy use, so as to
conserve the forest.
Bamboo is one of the many natural resources Ghana
can boast of and this has various uses including
biomass energy production. In line with this, UNUINRA has commissioned a study to assess the uptake
of bamboo biomass energy in Ghana, explore the
potential and the enabling environment needed to
ensure green businesses operating in bamboo biomass
energy production are profitable. The findings from
the study will inform energy policies to encourage the
use of bamboo biomass as alternative energy for
domestic and industrial purposes.

Section of the participants at the scientific workshop

The Director of UNU-INRA, Dr Elias T. Ayuk urged
scientists to focus their research on relevant societal
issues to inform policies. Dr Ayuk made the call at a
Scientific Workshop organized by the Fondazione Eni
Enrico Mattei (FEEM) based in Milan, Italy, in
collaboration with the University of Ghana and UNUINRA. The workshop held on 20th March, 2018, at
the UNU-INRA Office in Accra, was on the topic
“Sustainability in Ghana: Challenges and Opportunities”.
The event discussed research results relating to the
achievement of the sustainable development goals
(SDGs) in Ghana and emphasized the importance of
evidence-based data in attaining the SDGs. It sought
to explore potential for collaboration on research and
dissemination between FEEM and Ghanaian
universities, research centres and think tanks towards
the Agenda 2030.

UNU-INRA Researchers conducting the study

The research is currently being conducted in the
Ashanti, Eastern, Greater Accra and Western Regions
of Ghana. It falls within the policy and regulatory
component of the Ghana Climate Innovation Centre
(GCIC) project, which UNU-INRA is leading. This
component aims to facilitate improvement of the
overall enabling environment for climate technology

A participant of the workshop, Prof. Erasmus H. Owusu, Director of
University of Ghana Centre for Climate Change & Sustainability
Studies, making a presentation during the event.

The event was attended by researchers and other
stakeholders from various organizations including
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UNU-INRA, University of Ghana, Ghana Climate
Innovation Center (GCIC), Innovations for Poverty
Action (IPA) Ghana, Eni Ghana and FEEM.

Our Social Media Presence
Information on the activities of UNU-INRA is available
on social media. Follow us on Twitter, Facebook and
LinkedIn at the links below:

UNU-INWEH Students Visit Ghana to Assess
Water and Sanitation Issues
Twitter.com/UNUINRA . Our Twitter Handle
is @UNUINRA

Facebook.com/UNUINRA

Linkedin.com/in/un-university-inra-unu-inra-975370127

The students in a group photograph at the Akosombo dam

Masters Students from the United Nations University
Institute for Water, Environment and Health (UNUINWEH), based in Canada and McMaster University,
Canada made a one-week field visit to Ghana to
assess water and sanitation issues and how these
issues are being addressed in the country.
The team of twelve (12), comprising three faculty
members and nine Masters students, are part of the
joint Masters programme dubbed ‘Water Without
Borders”, which is being run by UNU-INWEH and
the McMaster University. The team visited the
Akosombo dam in the Eastern region of Ghana among
other places. The students also discussed water and
sanitation issues in various focus group discussions
during the visit.

Location: Second Floor, International House,
Annie Jiagge Road,
University of Ghana, Legon,
Accra, Ghana
Address: Private Mail Bag, KIA, Accra, Ghana
Email:
inra@unu.edu
Tel:
+233 302 213850. Ext. 6318
Website: www.inra.unu.edu

About UNU-INRA
UNU-INRA enhances the capacity of African researchers
to conduct research on natural resources management
issues to inform policy formulation and implementation.
Although UNU-INRA is an institute of the United
Nations University (UNU) system, it was an African
concept developed by some committed top African
scientists. Its establishment is supported by the Assembly
of Heads of State and Governments of the African Union
(AU). On this strong political and moral support, UNUINRA was established in 1986.

Students with UNU-INRA team at a welcome meeting

UNU-INRA hosted the students during this year’s
field study as it had done in previous years.

UNU-INRA appreciates the continued contributions from the
Governments of Cameroon, Ghana and Zambia to its endowment
fund. The Institute is also grateful to the following organisations for
the funding support to carry out specific projects:
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Sparkle is a quarterly newsletter of UNU-INRA.
It is an acronym for Sustainability through Partnership in Africa where Resources are optimally utilized using
Knowledge that is holistic, Leadership that is inclusive and Economy that is green
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